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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

For the first time, I will be going to a Northwest 
Woodturner meeting knowing that I won't see Bob 
Mach.  That has about the same impact as the first 
time I went to a meeting knowing that I would not 
see Bob Tuck.  I often say in jest "remember the 
demographic".  This is the consequence of that 
demographic.  Losing old friends is never easy and it 
doesn't get easier with practice.  Those of you who 
are new to the club didn't know Bob (either Bob) 
when he was more active.  More physically active that is, not active in the 
club.  There wasn't a meeting or an event or even a workday when Bob Mach 
wasn't there.  In the later days he was less able to participate as actively as 
he wanted but that didn't stop him from being there.  After the last meeting, 
I carried Bob's raffle wood out to his truck for him.  I think it hit me then that 
he was not well.  He knew it too but that didn't stop him from buying raffle 
tickets.  Wherever Bob is, let's hope there is no bad wood and unlimited re-
cipients for his pens.  I will miss Bob.  Northwest Woodturners will miss Bob. 

The second installment in the brush up your skills class series was, by all 
measures, a success:  no blood, no bone, no severed appendages.  In addition 
to the minimum metrics of success, I know all of us profited greatly from Dale 
Larson's instruction and insight into the preparation of turning blanks from 
logs.  Admittedly, Dale is somewhat bowl centric but the idea of cutting wood 
according to a plan that had the end goal in mind was a revelation and an im-
portant insight for all of us.  Fortunately, I still had a good supply of cherry to 
come home to and practice those tips that Dale provided.  I wound up with 
the blanks with parallel sides that didn't instill fear when I took them to the 
bandsaw.  That was worth my $50 right there.  I hope all the rest of the par-
ticipants came away with the same insights and maybe peace of mind.  I also 
hope you all went home and tightened your chain properly, changed the fuel 
filter and cleaned the air filter on your chainsaw and apologized to it for 
abusing it out all these many years.   Many thanks to Mac Sheldon for hosting 
the event and Roger Crooks for making it happen. 

On a chainsaw note, an opportunity to put your knowledge to work has pre-
sented itself.  An orchardist in Hood River (I think it's in Hood River) is taking 
out a pear orchard soon and contacted us about trying to salvage some of 
 (continued on next page) 
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LIBRARY NEWS  

In response to an overwhelming interest in a special book, Woodturning Evolution by Nick Agar & David 
Springett with foreword by Jacques Vesery, we now have it in the Library Wagon.  It describes "dynamic 
projects for you to make".  Finally, we have this special edition to be checked out.  Please do return it 
promptly, so others can benefit from this energy packed edition of advanced turning techniques.   

On the lighter side of turning, for a new member who wishes to benefit from the skills of talented authors, 
we are adding a total of 7 new books this month.  One of these new books is all about the techniques used 
from selecting wood, the anatomy of a lathe, work holding, sharpening and using tools correctly and safely.  
The end of the book describes step by step projects that will build confidence to apply this knowledge and 
start creating some beautiful pieces.  We are all fortunate to have selected this organization to belong to, 
and benefit from such an extensive and elaborate collection of books, magazines and DVDs.  So, in next 
month's newsletter I will name at least one more book that was purchased this month, and all these books 
will be available to be checked out at our next monthly meeting, along with the other selections of books 
and DVDs, all of excellent content and quality.  Keep those wet and dry chips a'fly'n.  Safety is in your 
hands.  Stay safe with correct turning practices.  

 — Denvy Larson, Librarian 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

the wood.  “They are 50-80 years old and many of them still have hefty, solid trunks, some approaching 
two feet in diameter.  It seems a waste to turn them into firewood”.  I think we can all agree.  Some of you 
may remember the cherry orchard we got access to several years ago.  The trees had been ripped up out of 
the ground, cut at the first Y branch and piled up.  The trunks and root burls were in a pile 30 feet high, 50 
feet wide, inner ring with a diameter of 50 yards.  Ten of us worked about a week and you couldn't tell any-
one had touched a stick in that pile.  Maybe we'll get that sort of bonanza again.  In any event, if you have 
been thinking about a new chainsaw, maybe this is the event that pushes you over the edge 

This month, after numerous requests, I have overcome my fear of the infomercial.  The topic this month 
will be finishing (finishing part two I guess since Joe Coronet did the first episode).  I will talk about the as-
pects of finishing that are unique to the wood turner.  We'll talk about general characteristics of wood fin-
ishes, what constitutes a good finish (spoiler alert – finding the finish that's appropriate for the task), and 
finally we'll talk a little bit about application of the Doctor’s Woodshop wood turning finishes.   

See you Thursday. 

 — Mike 

JULY MEETING PROGRAM —  MIKE MEREDITH, FINISHING 

Mike Meredith will discuss the general characteristics of finishes, what constitutes a good finish, and use of 
his Doctor’s Woodshop woodturning finishes. 
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IN MEMORIUM —  BOB MACH, 77 

Bob was an active member of Northwest Woodturners for at least 10 years, and served on the Board of Di-
rectors six out of the last seven years.  He was also a member of Cascade Woodturners.  Sadly, he passed 
away on Saturday, June 13th.  He was working in his yard when he suffered a heart attack.  Bob will be 
missed by all who knew him.  Graveside services were held Wednesday, June 24th 
at Willamette National Cemetery. 

Below are some samples of his work. 
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REFINE YOUR SKILLS CLASS —  CHAINSAW AND READING AND PROCESSING WOOD  

“Life is too short to turn bad wood.” – Dale Larson 

On Saturday, June 12th we held the Chainsaw and Reading and Processing Wood class taught by Dale Lar-
son and Mike Meredith.  This was our second class in our “Refine Your Skills” series of classes.  It was held 
at Mac Sheldon’s place in Oregon City which was a fantastic venue, and he ordered up great weather for 
us.  We had 8 people sign up which was a perfect size for a hands-on class like this. 

Mike Meredith started out with a basic chainsaw safety overview cov-
ering proper ways to start a saw, hold a saw for cutting and different 
cutting techniques.  We won’t mention that his saw only started when 
showing how not to start a saw.  After covering the basics of chainsaw 
safety and use, Dale Larson gave a flip chart talk on how to read wood 
for cutting different type blanks (bowls, platters, hollow forms) and 
discussing the unique aspects of different species of wood.  Being a 
semi-production bowl turner, he talked extensively about what makes 
a good bowl blank, what sells well, how to position the cuts for maxi-
mum impact in the final product.  His depth and experience with vari-
ous species of wood was amazing. 

The rest of the class was the real learning experience.  Dale started with 
some green cherry logs that Mike brought and walked us through each cut 
and explained how to avoid the spots that will cause you trouble later on 
and how to cut the blank for the prettiest bowl with balanced growth rings 
and shape.  Just watching him draw lines on the wood and understanding 
why was well worth the price of admission.  He was able to take a pretty 
bad piece of burl and find several nice pieces out of it.  Cutting a crotch 
piece that Mac offered showed that while you can guess what you will find, 
until you cut, you never know. 

From there each of us had the opportunity to cut blanks out of the do-
nated cherry or what we brought.  We had a first time chainsaw user, 
baby chainsaw users like me, and those with their own saws.  Dale and 
Mike let us practice with theirs and experience different saws and differ-
ent chains. 

I think we all came away with a much better 
appreciation of the complexities of cutting 
wood for maximum effect and how to detect 
bad and more importantly, unsafe wood be-
fore putting a lot of effort into it.  As Dale likes 
to say, “Life is too short to turn bad wood”, and as a follow-up, never turn un-
safe wood. 

  — Roger Crooks  
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JUNE PROGRAM —  MICHAEL FERREIRA  

We enjoyed an impressive showing of luscious vases created 
by Michael Ferreira at the NWWT June Meeting.  Not only did 
we see and touch these pieces; but Michael shared details of 
his construction and finishing with us.  Michael has been 
working in wood for 24 years, exploring museum quality furni-
ture making as well as turning.  He now shows and sells his 
elegant colored forms that look like glass; but are made out of 
wood.  He laughingly admits that he was even mistakenly in-
vited to the 'Best of the Northwest Art' to display his original 
'glass sculpture'; which is in reality mixed media of wood, 
paint, and patinated metals. 

After a career that included working for Xerox Corporation, playing drums, earning a computer BA, design-
ing and creating furniture, this renaissance man directed his focus to creating art from wood — inventing a 
refreshing new art form. 

Eight years ago he found his wood vases were not selling, so he turned to color and began gilding, adding 
patinas and paints, and they began to sell.  No more time consuming hollow forms, he now drills using kiln 
dried wood; saving the beautiful wood and burls for special tops.  The basic wood color is now concealed 
by a plethora of magnificent layered color. 

Preparation for Painted Surfaces: 
Michael sands the wood with 220 grit.  He sprays the surface with shellac or a thick 
coverage of solvent based B.I.N. to begin sealing and filling the grain.  Shellac is 
ragged on, sanding between coats with 600 grit, and waiting 30 minutes between 
coats.  To apply B.I.N. Mike inverts his piece on a Lazy Susan to evenly spray coats.  
B.I.N. is used when wood grain is not desired in the final piece.  After letting the 
piece rest overnight, he sands using 320 grit so you can just see the grain again.  
Then he sprays on a full second coat.  He repeats this process until wood grain is 
filled and leveling is achieved.  The final sanding is done on a lathe. 

Painting: 
Michael uses AutoAir brand water-born paint (automotive 
paint) with no sanding between coats.  He top coats AutoAir 
with urethane.  He also uses Japan Colors brand using paint 
thinner as a solvent with minimal or no sanding.  Japan Colors 
can be top coated with lacquer.  He also seals the surface using 

Vinyl Sealer if he will be using acrylic lacquer as a top coat. 

Optional Gilding: 
Gilding is done after shellacking and painting, but before vinyl sealer and top coat.  
Note that only solvent based vinyl sealer and top coats can be used over patinated 
gilding; water based top coats will not work.  Michael usually paints under the area to 
be gilded first.  Size the areas to be treated, then gild with the desired foil.  Patinate 
with various chemicals to get the desired colors and patterns.  
 (continued on next page) 
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JUNE PROGRAM (CONTINUED) 

Top Coat: 
For shellac or B.I.N. coupled with AutoAir paint, Michael top coats with Urethane, a catalyzed solvent based 
product.  Urethane requires sanding between coats to provide a mechanical bond for each layer.  When 
using Japan Colors, Michael prefers Gloss CAB acrylic lacquer, also solvent based, over Vinyl Sealer.  Lac-
quer bonds chemically so no sanding is required between coats, other than to smooth imperfections. 

Michael’s website is apply named:  'Visions in Wood'.  His art forms from wood look like glass; but are cre-
ated of mixed media:  wood, paint and patinated metals.  He was most generous in sharing with us this in-
novative technique he developed.  Thanks Michael. 

 — Barb Hall  
 (photos by Richard Hall) 
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JUNE CHALLENGE —  HOLLOW FORMS 

 Editor’s Note:  The Happy Gnome (courtesy of Bruce Jackson) is included in the pictures to give a sense 
of size.  His head (a golf ball) is about 1.7” (43 mm) in diameter and he is about 3.2” (81 mm) tall. 

 

Plum, Padauk and Black Locust 
Base: 9” x 6” x 10-1/2” tall  
 plus 3-1/2” Finial 
Hollow Form:  4-1/4” dia. x 8” tall  
 plus 7” Finial 

Spalted Plum and  
Black Locust 
4-1/4” dia. x 8-1/2” tall  
 plus 5” Finial 

Black Locust 
5” dia. x 1-3/4” high  
 plus 5” Finial 

Chasllenge Winner 
Miguel Hernandez 
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JUNE CHALLENGE —  HOLLOW FORMS (CONTINUED) 

 

Roy Ackley 
Maple with Koa Base 

4-1/2” dia. x 7-1/2” tall 

Bruce Jackson 
Maple 

4-1/2” dia. x 9” tall 

Steve Newberry 
Mahogany and  

Blackwood 
2-1/2” dia. x 4” tall 

JUNE SHOW-n-TELL  

 
Roger Crooks 

Left:  Western Red Cedar, 9-1.2” dia. x 3” high 
Right:  Sycamore, 7” dia. x 1-5/8” high 
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JUNE SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 
Bruce Jackson 

Right:  Sequoia 
 12-1/4” dia x 4-1/4” High 
Below: Black Walnut 
 11” dia. x 3-1/2” High  

Jim Hall 
Left:  Bubinga, 11” dia. 
Right:  Black Cherry, 11-1/2” dia. 
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JUNE SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 

Bill Giffin 
Sculpture 
 Walnut & Maple Burl 
 with Brass Buttons, 17” dia. 

Collaborative Maple Hollow Form 
Turned by John Jorden 

Carved and Finished by  David Williams  
Maple, approx. 5-1/2” dia. after turning 
Distorted to approx. 5” x 5-1/2” after 
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JUNE SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 

Bill Giffin 

Bottle Stoppers 
 Deer Antler 
 Maple Burl  
 Myrtlewood 

Decorated Sphere, 
Approx. 3-1/4” dia. 

Wine Glasses  
 9“ tall  
 Red Heart Stems 

Pizza Cutter & Ice Cream Scoop 
 Deer Antler  
 Approx. 7-1/2” long  
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UPCOMING 2015 SYMPOSIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Creativity in Woodturning Symposium and Workshops with Richard Raffan presented by Woodturners of 
Olympia 
July 25-29 and August 1-2, 2015 
Lacey, WA 
Symposium, Saturday, July 25, 2015, 7:45-5:00, Registration $100 prior to June 1, $120 after June 1 $100 
Workshops on July26-29, 2015 and August 1-2, 2015 
 Workshop # 1 Basics Revisited: Sunday, July 26, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 2 Bowls:  Monday, July 27, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 3 (Boxes:  Tuesday & Wednesday, July 28 & 29, 2014.  Cost $250 
 Workshop # 4 Basics Revisited: Saturday, August 1, 2015.  Cost $150 
 Workshop # 5 Bowls:  Sunday, August 2, 2015.  Cost $150  
For more information or to register visit:  http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/2015-symposium.html 

SWATurners Symposium 
August 21-23, 2015 
Waco Convention Center, Waco, TX 

16th Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium 
September 18-20, 2015 
Loveland, CO 

Turning Southern Style XXI Symposium 
September 18-20, 2015 
Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center, Dalton, GA 

2015 Expressions in Wood Exposition 
October, 2015 
Eau Claire, WI 

Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild 
October 9th-11th, 2015 
Higher Ground Conference Center, Harrison, IN  

The world's largest and most inclusive woodturning 
event attracts more than 1,500 guests from all over the 
globe. 
Featured demonstrators include:  Mark Baker, Stuart 
Batty, Jerry Bennett, Michael Brolly, Christian Burchard, 
Nick Cook, David Ellsworth, Lyle Jamieson, Steve Ken-
nard, Craig Kirks, Alain Mailland, JoHannes Michelson, 
Pascal Oudet, Joey Richardson, Avelino Samuel, and 
Mark St. Leger. 
Selected demonstrators include:  Richard (Rick) Angus, 
Jack Brown, Kip Christensen, Jason Clark, Barbara Dill, 
Cindy Drozda, Dick Gerard, Ashley Harwood, Stephen 

Hatcher, Jerry Kermode, Hubert Landri, Janice Levi, David  Lindow , Ted Sokolowski, Jason Swanson, Neil Turner, 
Molly Winton, and Tim Yoder. 

For more details visit http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2015Pittsburgh  

http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/2015-symposium.html
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2015Pittsburgh
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Other Woodturner Clubs 2015 Meetings and Programs 

Please visit the individual club websites to verify the information presented below. 

Cascade Woodturners (Portland, OR) (www.cascadewoodturners.com)  
3rd Thursday, 6:45 PM at the  Willamette Carpenters Training Center,  
4222 NE 158th Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

July 16:  Dan Tilden (Scoops) 
August 22:  CWA 25th Anniversary Picnic [NOTE SPECIAL DATE]  

Willamette Valley Woodturners (Salem, OR) (www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com)  
2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Salem Center 50+, 2615 Portland Rd, NE Salem, OR 97303 

July 9:  Alan Stratton (Segmented Bowls) 
August 13:  Alan Carter (“Think Outside the Circle”) 

Beaver State Woodturners (Eugene, OR) (www.beaverstatewoodturners.com)  
4th Thursday, 6:00 PM at the Woodcraft Store, 1052 Green Acres Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 

July 23:  TBA 

August 27:  TBA 

Southwest Washington Woodturners (Vancouver, WA) (www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com) 
4th Wednesday, 7:00 PM at The Friends of the Carpenter’s Center, 1600 West 20th St, Vancouver, WA 

July 22:  Sara Robinson (Spalted Wood) 
August 26:  TBA 

Woodturners of Olympia (Olympia, WA) (www.woodturnersofolympia.org)  
4th Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Thurston County Fairgrounds, Carpenter Road SE, Lacey, WA 

July 25:  Creativity in Woodworking Symposium featuring Richard Raffan 
July 26-29 and August 1-2:  Hands-on Workshops with Richard Raffan 
August 27:  TBA  

2015 LOCAL EVENTS 

Frogwood 2015 
hosted by The Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild 
August 19-23, 2015, at Dale Larson’s home and shop, 5010 SE Regner Road, Gresham, Oregon 
The Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild is hosting its 8th annual three-day collaborative event to ex-
plore the fusion of woodturning, metalworking, textiles, and other art mediums.  This event is geared to 
artisans with solid skills and a good sense of design; those who are ready to explore new avenues of artis-
tic expression by sharing their vision and their efforts with others who work in a different style or medium.  
You will meet new artists, open yourself to new ideas, and work with new materials.  Overall, you will de-
velop a greater creative diversity of knowledge, skills, and experience. 
For more information visit http://frogwood.us/. 

http://www.cascadewoodturners.com
http://www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com
http://www.beaverstatewoodturners.com
http://www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org
http://frogwood.us/
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2015 NORTHWEST WOODTURNERS MEETING SCHEDULE AND PROGRAMS 
1st Thursday at 7:00 PM 

The Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 

Date Program Challenge 

Monday, January 12 Derek Weidman (Multi-Axis Turning) none 

Thursday, February 5 Joe Cornett (Finishes & Finishing) Segmented Pieces 

Thursday, March 5 Barb Hall (The New NWWT Web Site) Multi-Axis Pieces 

Thursday, April 2 All (Compare your Early and Recent Work) Eggs 

Thursday, May 7 Bill Giffin (Sculpted Spheres) Two-of-a-Kind  

Thursday, June 4 Michael Ferreira (Unique Color Finishes) Hollow Forms 

Thursday, July 2 Mike Meredith, Doctor’s Woodshop (Finishing) Reassembled Bowls 

Saturday, August 8  Picnic & Wood Auction none 

Thursday, September 3 Christian Burchard Winged Bowls 

Thursday, October 1 Jim Hall (Ornaments) Carved or Textured Pieces 

Thursday, November 5 Dale Larson Holiday Pieces 

Thursday, December 3 TBA TBA 

 NOTE:  Sign says 
“Multnomah Center” 

 Multnomah Arts Center 
7688 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland, OR 97219 

MAP TO THE MULTNOMAH ARTS CENTER 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 
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LOCAL WOODWORKING STORE JULY 2015 DEMOS 

Date Demo Location Time 

06/27 CNC Shark Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

06/27 Building an Adirondack Chair Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

06/27 Whimsical and Fanciful Kinetic Art by Wayne Haack Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

07/04 Hand Plane Basics Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

07/11 Rockler Drawer Slide Jig Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

07/11 Scrapers Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

07/11 Wood Carving by Jim Orman Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

07/18 Jet Lathe Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

07/18 Old Door Buffets Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

07/18 Turning Yo-Yos and Wooden Tops by Colin Leland Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

07/25 Rockler Bead Loc System Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

07/25 Turning a Lidded Box Woodcraft, Tigard 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

07/25 Wood Burning by Shirley Malar Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Many other fine classes and demos are available from these local stores: 
Rockler, Beaverton, 503-672-7266, http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store 
Woodcraft, Tigard, 503-684-1428, http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312 
Woodcrafters, Portland, 503-231-0226, http://www.woodcrafters.us/  

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312
http://www.woodcrafters.us/
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equipment For sale 

Jet 1642 Lathe, $1500 
2 HP, 2 speed ranges, variable speed.  Approx. 4 
years old; prepped for vacuum chuck attachment 
that allows use of knock out bar.  Drive spur and 
live center included.   
Contact Hamilton Byerly at 503-310-0614. 

GRIZZLY 24" Drum Sander G1066, $900 OBO 
Includes new roll of sand paper.  
Main motor:  5HP, 220V, single phase, 3450 RPM 
Feed motor:  ¼ HP, 220V, single phase, 1720 RPM 
Drum speed:  2800 FPM 
Feed rate:  11 FPM 
Drum diameter:  6” 
Maximum sanding width:  23½” 
Maximum sanding thickness:  4¼” 
Minimum stock:  1/8” x 9” 
Sandpaper:  6”W x 95½ “L 
Weight:  389 lbs. 
Contact North Woods at 503-357-9953  
or service@nwfiguredwoods.com 

mailto:service@nwfiguredwoods.com
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OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS 

 

We encourage our Northwest Woodturners mem-
bers to visit these business partners to find the many 
great products they carry and to stock up on the 
necessary items for your wood turning needs. 

Be sure to remind the sales clerk that you are a 
member of Northwest Woodturners!  Our business 
partners provide NWWT with generous gifts based 
on member purchases. 
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P.O. Box1157 

Lake Oswego OR 97035 

 

 

Membership has benefits!  Show your NWWT Membership Card to receive a discount off your purchase at  
Gilmer Wood,  Rockler, Woodcraft, Woodcrafters, North Woods, Crosscut Hardwoods and Klingspor. 

EDITOR’S NOTES  

All Newsletters can be accessed from the NWWT website www.northwestwoodturners.com.  If you do not 
have internet access, provide me with your mailing address and newsletters will be sent via USPS. 

If you do not receive a courtesy email from me by the beginning of the month indicating that a new news-
letter is available on line, please send me your current email address. 

Submissions to the newsletter are due by the 20th of the month.  Articles, tips, web links, classified ads, or 
other woodturning-related items are welcome. 
 Jim Schoeffel 
 503-591-9066 
 jschoeffel@aol.com 

For other business inquiries contact Northwest Woodturners at: 
 Northwest Woodturners, P.O Box 1157, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 

http://www.northwestwoodturners.com

